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The struggle for autonomy in 1917



At the beginning 
of the 20th 
century, the 
territory of Estonia 
was divided into 
two provinces -–
the Estonian 
province and the 
Livonian province.



The War of Independence 1918-1920
The war results in a victory 
for Estonian forces:

● Estonia proclaims 

independence

● a new constitution is 

drafted



Treaty of Tartu (Estonia–Russia)
● signed on Feb 2, 1920

● The Tartu Peace Treaty 

has been regarded as the 

birth certificate of the 

Republic of Estonia 

because it was the first de 

jure recognition of the 

state.

● The bold green line marks 

Estonia’s border according 

to the Treaty of Tartu.



1940
Estonia declares neutrality during World War II but is occupied by Russian forces.

17.06.1940Estonia had no allies



Nazi-Soviet alliance



Soviet deportations
● June 14th 1941 - over 10 000 people

○ The first repressions in Estonia affected Estonia's national elite

○ The country's political and military leadership was deported almost entirely

● March 25th-28th 1949 - 20 702 people
○ This second wave of the large-scale deportations was aimed to facilitate 

collectivization
○ As a result, by the end of April 1949, half of the remaining individual farmers in 

Estonia had joined collective farms (kolkhozes).
● In the late summer and autumn of 1944, between 75,000 and 80,000 

people fled Estonia as the Red Army invaded Estonia during the 
Second World War.







1950
In 1950, the decree 
abolished the division of 
the Estonian Soviet 
Socialist Republic into 
counties and rural 
municipalities and 
established land districts 
(39).



1952
● By a decree of 1952, the territory 

of the Estonian Soviet Socialist 

Republic was divided into three 

oblasts - Tallinn, Tartu and Pärnu 

oblasts.

● The oblast division was abolished 

in 1953.



1959-1962
In 1959, there were 27 districts.  



1990
In 1990, the districts (15 districts) 
were renamed counties.



Estonian restoration of independence

● 1987 - The first open protests against Soviet rule occur on the streets of 

Estonian cities.

● 1987–1991- The Singing Revolution—mass demonstrations that include the 

spontaneous singing of the banned anthem and national songs—takes place 

simultaneously in Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. In one action, called the 

Baltic Way, more than 2 million people form a 600-kilometer-long (373-

mile-long) human chain that stretches through all three countries.



The singing revolution 
● The Singing Revolution lasted over four 

years
● Independence was declared on the late 

evening of 20 August 1991

A large event organised by the Estonian Popular Front at Tallinn Song 
Festival Grounds in 1988.



The Baltic chain/Baltic Way
● 23 August 1989
● 600 km human chain
● Tallinn via Riga to Vilnius



Estonia today 
● 45 338 km²
● 15 counties
● 1.3 mln people







Estonia’s future - threats from Russia?
● Russia declaring a special 

operation to denazify Ukraine
● Threat to security



QUIZ TIME!



How long was the Baltic chain/Baltic Way?
a) 360km
b) 580km
c) 800km
d) 600km



Which Estonian city is still under 
Russian occupation?

a) Moscow
b) Novosibirsk
c) Saint Petersburg
d) Pechory



When was the War of Independence?
a) 1914-1918

b) 1918-1920

c) 1924-1925

d) 1939-1945



How many oblasts was the Estonian SSR divided into in 
1952?

a) 5
b) 2
c) 3
d) 8



When did the Singing Revolution start?
a) 1988
b) 1990
c) 1989
d) 1987



Who were the three kings who got land in the Livonian war?

a) Eric XIV, Christian IV, Stefan Batory
b) Eric XIV, Christian V, Stefan Batory
c) Eric XIV, Christian IV, Sigismund III
d) Eric XIV, Christian VI, Sigismund III



Who was Ivan the Terrible?

a) Tsar of Russia
b) King of Russia
c) Devil
d) Psychopath



How much of Estonia is still under Russian occupation?



Thank you for your attention! 
We will answer any questions you might 

have now!



küüditamine video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6X-QH6RzqZ8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKhdxYGw83I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCqcSEY6LIY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6X-QH6RzqZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKhdxYGw83I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCqcSEY6LIY

